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Home-based care includes health, personal, and other
support services to help you stay at home and live as
independently as possible. In-home services may be
short-term or long-term. 

In many cases home-care is provided through
informal caregivers such as family members, friends,
and neighbors. It may also be supplemented by
formal caregivers and community services. 

Help you can receive at home includes:

Personal care: Help with everyday activities, also
called “activities of daily living,” including bathing,
dressing, grooming, using the toilet, eating, and
moving around — for example, getting out of bed
and into a chair

Household chores: Housecleaning, yard work,
grocery shopping, laundry, and similar chores
around the house

Meals: Shopping for food and preparing
nutritious meals

Money management: Tasks such as paying bills
and filling out health insurance forms

Health care: Help with many aspects of health
care, including giving medications, caring for
wounds, helping with medical equipment, and
providing physical therapy

Transportation: Assistance getting around, such
as rides to the doctor’s office or grocery store

Safety: Home safety features and help in case of a
fall or other emergency

Source: https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/aging-place/aging-place-
growing-older-home
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I hope you have been enjoying
the summer and finding ways to
beat the heat.

We have a new Creative Aging 8-
week workshop beginning in
September. See page 6 for
details. 

We also anticipate early outreach
HEAP applications will be sent to
consumers in late August or early
September, so keep an eye out if
you are expecting one.

We did receive more animatronic
pets, so if you or someone you
know could use a companion, let
us know. Eligible individuals are
age 60+, live at home in Clinton
County, do not have a pet, and
are at risk for isolation and
loneliness. We have cats, dogs,
and Walker Squawker birds that
ride on a walker.

ACTIVITIES

Senior Center
5319 N. Catherine St., Plattsburgh

518-563-6180
Variety of Activities Mon-Fri

Craft days, fitness classes, cards,
games, Discover Live virtual travel

tours and more!

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Schedule of classes available at

http://cceclinton.org/fitness
or by calling 518-561-7450

Plattsburgh YMCA
Aquatic Exercise Class

Mondays & Wednesdays 11-12
For ages 60+

Volunteer Opportunities

AmeriCorps Senior
Variety of volunteer opportunities.

Call Kate at 518-566-0944

Joint Council of Economic
Opportunity (JCEO)

Senior Outreach Program
518-561-6310

Help your neighbors through a 
wide variety of programs. 

Call for more details.
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As people age,  their appetite may be affected by many things. It could be a
condition that makes eating painful or difficult such as poorly fitted dentures,
gum disease, or dry mouth. Food may not taste as good due to side effects of
certain medications, or a diminished sense of taste or smell. Other things
impacting appetite could be loneliness, depression, or grief. Sometimes people
don’t like fixing a meal just for themselves. 

Whatever the cause, there are strategies you can use to encourage them to eat
more.

Offer several smaller meals instead of three larger meals.
Stock the cupboard and refrigerator with lots of healthy, ready-to-eat snacks
such as yogurt, cottage cheese, cut up vegetables with dip, and fruit.
Offer comfort foods that may bring back good memories, like mac and
cheese, meatloaf with mashed potatoes and gravy, or other family favorites.
Try finger foods or sandwiches, avoiding items that may cause choking.
Eat meals together.
Invite a neighbor or friend over for a meal and dessert.
Invite your loved one to cook with you.
Eat outside on the porch.
Take a walk with your loved one before your meal.

If you need support or resources during your caregiving journey, call the Clinton
County Office for the Aging Caregiver Resource Center at 518-565-4620.

CAREGIVER
CORNER

Does Your Loved One Have a Poor Appetite?
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The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) can help eligible
New Yorkers heat and cool their homes.

If you are eligible, you may receive one regular HEAP benefit per
program year and could also be eligible for emergency HEAP
benefits if you are in danger of running out of fuel or having your
utility service shut off.

Regular HEAP eligibility and benefits are determined by income,
household size, primary heating source, and the presence of a
household member younger than 6, age 60 or older, or
permanently disabled.

HEAP may be able to help if your heat source is electricity, natural
gas, oil, coal, propane, wood/wood pellets, kerosene, or corn.

There is also a Clean and Tune Benefit. Eligible households can
receive energy efficiency services, which includes the cleaning of
primary heating equipment, but may also include chimney
cleaning, minor repairs, installation of carbon monoxide detectors
or programmable thermostats, if needed to allow for the safe,
proper and efficient operation of the heating equipment.
 

The Heating Equipment Repair or Replacement Benefit can help
eligible homeowners repair or replace your furnace, boiler, and
other direct heating equipment necessary to keep your home’s
primary heating source working.

Call Clinton County Office for the Aging at 518-565-4620 for
additional details.
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HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM - HEAP

Program Spotlight

R E S I L I E N T  A G I N G  N E W S L E T T E R I S S U E  3 2 / / A U G U S T  2 0 2 4



Melanoma
 

Melanoma is the most serious type of skin cancer. Melanoma is much less
common than other types of skin cancer but much more likely to invade nearby
tissue and spread to other parts of the body. Most deaths from skin cancer are
caused by melanoma.

Melanoma can occur anywhere on the skin. In men, melanoma is often found on
the trunk (the area from the shoulders to the hips) or the head and neck. In
women, melanoma forms most often on the arms and legs. Melanoma can also
occur in mucous membranes or the eye.

The risk factors for melanoma include: fair complexion, light colored eyes, red or
blond hair, exposure to natural or artificial sunlight, a history of many blistering
sunburns, having several large or small moles, having a family or personal history
of melanoma, having a weakened immune system, or being white, although
people with dark skin can also have melanoma.

Often the first sign of melanoma is a change in the size, shape, color, or feel of a
mole. Most melanomas have a black or black-blue area. Melanoma may also
appear as a new mole. It may be black, abnormal, or "ugly looking."

Thinking of "ABCDE" can help you remember what to watch for:
Asymmetry - the shape of one half does not match the other
Border - the edges are ragged, blurred or irregular
Color - the color is uneven and may include shades of black, brown and tan
Diameter - there is a change in size, usually an increase
Evolving - the mole has changed over the past few weeks or months

Surgery is the first treatment of all stages of melanoma. Other treatments include
chemotherapy and radiation, biologic, and targeted therapies. Biologic therapy
boosts your body's own ability to fight cancer. Targeted therapy uses substances
that attack cancer cells without harming normal cells.

Talk to your doctor about your risk factors and ask if screening is appropriate for
you.
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Most people associate driving with independence, but how do you know
when it’s time to give up the keys? Changes in vision, physical fitness and
reflexes may cause safety concerns. Have you conducted a self-
assessment? There may be some adjustments that can be made to stay safe
or it may be time to look at alternate forms of transportation. 

If you are experiencing difficulty reading signs, seeing pavement markings,
other vehicles or pedestrians, you should see an eye doctor to check for
conditions that impair vision. Avoid driving at dawn, dusk, or at night as
those can be the most challenging times of day for light sensitivity.

Do you have symptoms of decreased physical ability? Are you able to look
over your shoulder to change lanes or have trouble moving your foot from
the gas to the brake pedal? Check with your doctor to see if there are
exercises, medication, or physical therapy that can help your symptoms.
There are also programs, such as CarFit, that are designed to help older
drivers find out how well they currently fit their personal vehicle, to
highlight actions they can take to improve their fit, and to promote
conversations about driver safety and community mobility.

Another cause for concern is a decrease in attention or reaction time. Do
you take medication that makes you sleepy, get lost or confused, or get
overwhelmed by all the things to keep track of like signs, signals,
pedestrians and other cars? If this is an issue, plan your routes carefully to
avoid  rush hour, drive during the day, and keep a safe distance between
you and the car in front of you.

Be honest with yourself and stop driving before a tragedy happens. Talk to
your loved ones or community agencies about transportation alternatives
so you can still be active in your community and access the things you need
safely. 
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Am I Still Safe to Drive?



Immunizations play an important role in keeping your family

and your community healthy. Vaccinations are important

because they not only protect the person who is receiving the

vaccine, but they also help to keep diseases from spreading to

others such as your family, neighbors, classmates, coworkers,

and other members of the community. Immunization helps

protect those who are the most vulnerable to illness, such as

infants, elders, and those with weakened immune systems.

Vaccines are among the most successful and cost-effective

public health tools available for preventing disease and

death. In the United States, vaccines have greatly reduced

infectious diseases that once routinely caused severe illness

and death. According to the CDC, prior to the COVID-19

pandemic approximately 50,000 adults died every year from

vaccine-preventable illnesses. During National Immunization

Awareness Month, we encourage you to talk to your doctor,

nurse, or healthcare professional to ensure that you and your

family are protected against serious diseases by getting

caught up on routine vaccinations.

Although no vaccine is 100% effective, it is the first step in

protecting yourself,  your family, and others from serious

illness.

Source: www.cbp.gov/employee-resources/health-wellness/august-

national-immunization-awareness-month
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Clinton County Office for the Aging
135 Margaret St, Suite 105

Plattsburgh, NY 12901
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The Clinton County Office for the Aging assists people and caregivers to empower and sustain their
independence and to advocate for themselves by developing a continuum of opportunity, support and care.

Reminder: Don’t forget to use your 
Farmers’ Market Coupons

There is a large selection of locally grown fruits
and vegetables to choose from. Use your coupons

to get some of your favorites!

If you didn’t get coupons, call Office for the Aging at
518-565-4620 for more information.


